


Brief Introduction to Surplus Space

Founded in 2015, Surplus Space is an international art institution located in 403 Art District. It is

engaged in exhibition and promotion of latest and most cutting-edge artistic experiments at home

and abroad. Surplus Space provides the public with professional and rich contemporary art

exhibitions and public art education programs, so as to close the distance between contem-porary

art culture and public life. It actively creates a unique contemporary art atmosphere, builds a

platform for benign interactions between Chinese and international art culture, and promotes the

prosperity and development of contemporary art..
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Origin

To say, or not to say; allowed to say, or not allowed; what to say,

what not to say; say in private or in public… all these are our

accustomed life experience, which relates to our own personality,

spirit and mentality, as well as to whom and in what situation are

we speaking, and naturally involves culture, politics and ideology.

Today, the Internet seems to release an unprecedented

democratic space, where anyone can convey their views and

emotions with abandon on different virtual platforms. Despite all

kinds of restrictions and blockade, we are still flooded by

pervasive information and sounds. As we have seen in the

always excited Moments, it seems that except display ads and

various shows, the only things left are tirelessly meetings,

discussions and dialogues. We criticize the system, dispute

current politics and discuss literature, history and philosophy,

with endless inside stories, gossip and cross-talks. Where there

are lives, there are words, which are a mingling of good and bad.

Perhaps, it is exactly at this time that we need to analyze and

clarify these voices, including necessary reflection on our own

words, but what calls for more consideration is that what the real

ictus of this era is.
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Opening Screening

Foucault  (Director: Wang Min’an)
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In this 90-minute documentary, we can see how Professor Wang Min’an explored Michel Foucault’s thoughts. Foucault is

a prolific writer. He was favored by many Chinese readers. Wang Min’an joined the interview and recorded monologue by

himself, in which he posed questions to both Chinese and French Foucault researchers. This enabled Wang to witness

Foucault’s wonderful intellectual heritage. The documentary was in black and white, and was divided into three chapters

like the play, continuously attracting the audience’s attention. The documentary is precious, as it presented for the first

time, Foucault’s images and sounds, to the public in China.

Wang Min’an is a professor and Ph.D. supervisor at Capital Normal University. His research is mainly focused on critic

theory, cultural study, modern art and literature. Wang has written the book Limits of Michel Foucault. He was also the

chief editor of A Selection of Michel Foucalt’s Work, The Faces of Foucault and so on. Wang is China’s most important

scholar on the study of Foucault and French philosophy. He has translated and interpreted large volumes of works from

Nietzsche, Deleuze, Foucault, Derrida, Roland Barthes, Lacan, Bataille and Agamben. Wang is also the chief editor of

Production, a work that focuses on the forefront of western thoughts and serious reflections of global intellectuals on the

contemporary society. Its aim is to provide a theory.
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Special Presentation I : Song Ta Unit

The Fighting Boys
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“The Fighting Boys” is actually the full name for TF Boys, a young Chinese band. People of my generation has become

history. The world now belongs to those born after 2000. Asian girls in this generation doesn't fancy muscle men from

America or Europe. Their type of boys is more or less feminine – Guo Jingming, EXO, BIG BANG, or Kris Wu – one

could easily name a few.

“C-POP” stands for Chinese POP, or “Communist POP”. It is definite that this music style was built upon K-POP and J-

POP. Over fifteen years of development, K-POP has replaced J-POP, and I believe that one day, it will also replace K-

POP.

C-POP is the most powerful cultural squadron in Asia. Many Korean male bands were referred to as “squadrons”. This

sets me off in thinking what a “best squadron” is. For leaders, they need to look handsome and radiate charm when

being on the stage. They need to become idols, rather than parents of the youth. All the young girls will start screaming

when they appear. So, to improve a country’s soft strength, we need to start with its leaders. If the government can

adjust their cultural strategy, it can truly achieve great effect.
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Special Presentation I : Song Ta Unit

Now The Young People What The Fuck Talking About̙

I found two high school students from Hong Kong, about 17 years old. I asked them to talk about politics while making love

and to send the sound recording back to me. It was about 40 minutes long. I cut out the interesting part and created

animations according to the sound.

Many topics are local problems and political gossips in Hong Kong. For example, the girl likes fatty. While making love,

she was suddenly asked by the boy about the imagined feeling of having sex with Kim Jong-il, who looks very much like a

robot called “Artificial 20” in the Dragon Ball series (actually it was “Artificial 19”, they got it wrong). Also, when the boy was

coming, the girl said: “hold it first, wait for Uncle Fa, wait for him!” Uncle Fa’s official name is Liu Huangfa, a political figure

in Hong Kong, also known as the local despot of the New Territories. Fa was once absent because of physical malaise

when the Hong Kong legislative Council was putting up a political reform for vote. Those in favor of the existing regulations

left the venue, claiming that they should “wait for Uncle Fa to start the vote”.
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Special Presentation I : Song Ta Unit

Call Our Offsprings To Go To The Street

This caricature-style work consists of 7 pictures doodled by 4 kids. Yet the picture is only auxiliary. The sentence is the

most important – “Let BB/grandsons flood to the street”.

Graffiti is like walking to the street, but doodling is an exclusive action of children, which, if taken by adults, would seem

pretentious. I am a graffiti artist, but this is so f**king embarrassing. This is the world, deal with it. There is already no

hope in my generation. Let the next generation doodle around. Let the babies walk to the street! We can only count on

them.
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Special Presentation II

Interview with Wang Hui: Ideological Controversy since 1990s and Social Changes in China.̂Producer: Actionmediã
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